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elcome to the first newsletter for the Save Our Sandlings group. It has been quite a roller 

coaster and stressful time getting to this point in our campaign. ScottishPower 

Renewables have selected the Grove Wood, Friston site in preference to Broom Covert, 

Sizewell as the site for development. A very big thank you to everyone who has supported us with 

their emails and consultation responses, and especially to the public figures who gave their time 

and voices with excellent videos. SOS could not have done it without your help. 

2019 looks to be a busy year. The SPR phase 4 consultation is due to start in February. SOS had 

asked this be brought forward to coincide with the EdF consultations in January so there will be 

sufficient time to assess the impact of these projects on each other. SPR are keeping to their 

original schedule. Project Information Day (PID) timetable here. 

SOS attended a meeting of the Coast and Heaths Partnership mid December where a presentation 

by National Grid Ventures re: their 2 interconnector projects Nautilus and Eurolink was received. 

These European cables will be landing on the Suffolk Coast. A Point of Clarification to NGV 

confirmed connection at Friston. NGV also confirmed they will be speaking to all interested parties 

in the New Year to discuss local issues. SOS are invited and will have a voice. 

SOS are continuing a dialogue with our local MP, Dr. Therese Coffey. In her latest newsletter of 

December Dr. Coffey says “I will be writing to the Planning Inspectorate to express my concern 

about the suitability of our coast being used for further connections as well as to the Energy 

Minister. If it goes ahead, I will continue to campaign for the final design to be dug into the 

ground as much as possible so its height is much reduced.”  Dr Coffey’s Stage 3.5 response here. 

Looking ahead to the future, SOS plan to participate in an open meeting with all developers and 

interested parties, allowing each time to present their case and options, and have a Q & A session 

with local residents and organisations. The number of significant infrastructure projects planned in 

the next decade and half, it is vitally important developers works together to minimise their impact 

on the Suffolk Coast and Heaths area, the local tourist economy and the lives of residents and 

visitors, and on the affected transport routes. A Project manager’s sphere of influence is limited 

and they can only control their own scheme of work. All these projects will be developed in the 

same area but not simultaneously; there are several months, and in some cases years between 

some projects end and another starting. SOS will be meeting with our local MP for support and to 

press for a Government oversight committee to ensure all project activities can proceed in 

harmony and protect our environment and way of life. 

SOS are also sharing resources with the Friston campaign group SASES (Substation Action: Save 

East Suffolk) in our common cause to stop this inappropriate development in the Suffolk Sandlings. 
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https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/pages/ea_one_north_phase_4_consultation.aspx
http://theresecoffey.co.uk/news/suffolk-coastal/east-anglia-one-consultation-response/1793

